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DATE

PE. NAME.
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COMMON:

Ampthill

AND/ DR HISTORIC:

Ampthill

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

W side of Rt., 602, 3 mi. N of intersection with Rt. 45 (Cartersville vic,)

CITY OR TOWN!:

STATE

L Virginia

cope |COUNTY:

CO0E

37 CLAssIFICATION

L

Cumberland

049

CATEGORY
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

STATUS

ACCESS!BLE
TO THE PUELIC

(] Publie
@ Private
[ Both

[C] District
] Site

X Building
O Structure
[ Cbject

Publie Acquisition:
[ In Process
{0 Being Considered

X Cccupied
O Unoccupied

(O] Preservation work

in progress

YE-’ .
[] Restricted

[ Unrestrictad
No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

T} Agricultural
[Tl Commerzial
] Educational

[ Government
[ Industricl
[ Milirary

1 Entertainment O Museum

1 Park
[ Private Residance
] Religicus

(0 Trensportation
] Cther (Specity)

[C] Comments

] Seientific

Fi_ OWNER OF PROPERTY

INSTRUCTIONS

OWNER'S N AME:

James C, Rea, Jr.

STREET AND NUM3ER;

Ampthill Farm

CITY OF TOWN:
Cartersville

SEE

STATE:

Virginia

CQDE

BTUTZITA

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTROUSE, HEGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC!
Cumberland County Court House

1ALVILS

STREET AND NUMEER:

b1 TY TR TQuN:

Cumberland
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Virginia
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[6- REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

DATE oF survey: 1960

[ Federal {1 Stete

] County

] Lecal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
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Washington
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R Excellent ] Goecd 5 ) Fair L1 Deteriaruted 3 Ruins ™} Unsxpos=d
CONDITION (Check Onw T (Chocx oney
1 Alrered [Xi Unalie-ed H ] Moved o] Qriginal Site

DELL RIBE THE PRESENT AMD ORIGIMAL (1f known) BERYSICAL APPEARANCE

by a short one-story frame passage, Thz older house of the two is a twe-
story frame dwelling which appears to have been built in the eightcenth
century and extensively remcdeled at about the same time the brick house

was built. Im its original form, the frame house was apparently a story-
and-a-half structure with a side hall plan and one-story flanking wings. In
the rewodeling the center of the house scems to have been raised to two full

except for that of the zust wing wkich retains its eighteenth-century style
Flemish bond foundation. The coacter section and the wings also received
simple Roman Dorviec coriices matching those on the brick section. 1t is
thought that these alterations cccurrad no earlier than 1830, becauvse the
three mdnzels on' the intericr ace enpled from the three designs for manrels
illnstrated in Asher Benjzmin's duil2er's handbook, Practicn <

the fivst edirion of which was published iu 1830, Alrhough ¢
a Federal style stair weve installed in the remodeling, much of the original
woodwoerk was left intact. This woodwerk includes paneled wainscoting,
raised paneled doors, chair rails, and door and window enframements.

The brick portion of Ampthill is more scophisticated architccturally than
the frame portion., It is a long, single pile one-story structure covered

'the principal architectural element, a one-story tetrastyle Roman Doric
portico, has three bays to the left of it but only cwo bays on the riglt.

of white merble. The very even Flemish bond used througheut the building
is.an exanple of nineteenth-century masonry-at its-best.: '

The-plan of the latar secbion. covsists of two largz rooms on either-side of
a large hall., At the west end of tte house are two small reooms scparat

by a passgage leading to an extarior door at that end. The interior t

is guite simple but sephisticzted, Most of the moldings and trim zve
Gresk. Ravival type and appear also to have-been based on Asher Benjamin's
examples. The three mantels in the buick section are black warbie with
gold veins, and are criginal.

Ampthill retsins several of its brick outhbuildings which ave tc the west

and north of the house, These outbuildings are all laid in American bond
and all appear to date from the second oy third gquarter of the nineteenth
century.

Ampthill is compesed of two separate houses placed back to back and comnected

stories #nd given a shallow hipved rocf. ALl of the foundatinns were rebuilt

Housa Larpontay

ese mantels and

hv & hipped roof with two interior chimneys. The facade 1s subliv asymmetrice
) PP ¥y X ]

Tha uvnusually large windows have six-over-six sash and flat liutals and sills
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Ampthill began as ocne of the tracts on the large estate, Clifton, pntﬁﬁ?f@
by Thomas Rondoliph in 1723, Clifton was sold by Randoiph to Robex Kllai
Carter, who in ture willed it te his grandson, Cavter Henry Bavrisou,
(Carter YNenry Mavrison is remewbered as being the auther of an'ﬁuanerlanﬂ
Resclutioms -- the first publicly approved Instructicns for continental |
independence,} In 1781, Carter Henry Harrison became caugit up in |
financial difficulties and was forced to give Clifton to his third son
Randolph., The Ampthill portion of Clifton was lster purchased by 1
Randolph Harrison from his older brother, Robert Carter Herrison. 1
Although Randolph Harxisen took up residence in the large frame wansicn
at Clifton,by 1815. he apparently was considering building a house
for himself, for in that year he asked his friend Thomas Jefferson to
provide him with a set of plans, In Septenber 1815, Jefferson soent
Hoarrison & ground plan and elevation for a one-story, six room house.
It is believed, however, that Harrison did not build his house witil
1835, following the death of his wife,. .It.is-said . that ha briit then. .
in the hope that a new house might help him attract a ncw wife. The
-8ite chosen for the house was the Ampthill.tract, named for the, Cary
estate in Chestaerfield Couaty.
ot . H o o : B : EREE
The house built by Harrison at ﬁmptn]ll was atta»hed te & f~arg 4@a111ng
. already standing on the farm. Little is konowa of this earlisr houvze,
but it is thought that it was built prior to the Revolvtion. Architactural
evidence would besr cut a pre-Revolutionary date. Intarestingly,
Harrisen made ne attempt to tie the twe buildings architecturally, aven
though the frame house appears to have been substantially remodeled
about the same time the brick house was builb, Although built in Roman
Revival style the plan of the new brick house bore little resemblance
to the plans identified by Fiske Kimball as Jefferson's copies of the
Anpthill plans. Unfortunstely, Jefferson's elevation for Ampthill has
been lost, but it is conceivable that Harrison way have based the
general ovtline of the house on Jefferson'c scheme. As Jefferson
indicated to Harrison when he sent his dravings: ". . . the elevation
iz merely a sketeh te give a generval idea. The workman, if he is
anything of an architzct, will be able to draw the particulars.”
Whether or act Jefferscn can bLe dircetly credited as the architect of
Anpthili, the characteristics of his style -« whitevashed Roman detajls
set against red brick walls, tall rectangular windows hung with dark
green shutters, and compant but carefully proporticued outline -- are

certainly apvarert., Tho long neglected; both structurally and

intellectually ngthll; Is new hans som\l“ ‘restored and stands s a vz°"3L
| _wifneae of JoitoveSnlE dronditestural- 1000t a——— e
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U.5.G.5. 15" quadrangle (Scale:1
Lekeside Village, Va. 1969
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